A fmsh V.I.P Tour

BEY FET CERTI

Have vou ever wanted to get up close and
personal with a member of Pennsvlvania
Dutch Country’s Amish community? Now
vou can, with the Amish V.I.P. Tour. V.I.P.
stands forVisit in Person, and that’s exactly
what vou do.

“The VLE wur is oot like a regular tour where we stop ac Amish
shops for the purpose of buyving crafts or baked goods” ays Brad [gow,
presdent of Amish Counory Tours, " Thas tour 1= really desigoed (o pro-
vide close perscnal interaction wich the Amish, The resulc is char che
Arnish sme seen as real people, |_|151|_1q"|||||E many of the ]'-rm_-;_'l1n;-;'p1_|u||5
and miyths soomany of us have of chem. Thas 15 not about re-creatng
another culoure, visiing a rephica Amash farm, or having people dres
up and impersonate characters, This & meetng real people one-on-one,
where they hve and work”

I'he tour, which tabes a masimum of 14 people per mip, leaves from che
Aanish Experience Theaer in Bird-in-Hand {pext (o the Plain & Faocy
rescaurant), Mo, chrough Froac 3 poo, and 1t lases aboue chres hours,

O first stop was at Sam and Susie Richls 36-acre dairy farm, where
thie .I.r}..'IHL' Kam Ei'nh.':i a ]!ll‘i.r|:|.1.':| Ml EI:['[EIII.E‘_ milk Fr'l.!lrl:l. cows oo the |:'!|r'|.'.'|J{f'.'|.~iZ
table, The Amizsh don't g t']ﬂ'i:Ti{"iL'!l'_ wy all the 11|J.4,"|1:||||;~1'!,*—|"'r\-:_1r1'| the
vacuum pump that exacs milk from the cows o the cooling tank-—i
run o diesel power, The Richk support chenselees on milk sales and
incame Tom Suses crafts shop,

But fewer than half the Amish own farms, so most of themn earn a hving
as craftsmen or eadesmen, or in recdl, Amaos Soolefes, for instance, i 4
rmvetal weprker ]_1_-_; .,Laq,' anid a Carped weaver ]_1_-_; r':igl'll,, He works an a com
|'|'|'r"=ﬂ!"l'l—l'|'|' .Il'il'illl I'!-'I'I'III.' I'l'!,' I"li‘: 'E'-Irl"ll"l' ..II.I'IF '-'rl"l:'l"lr'll‘l “'l:'l[" (&1 r.I'IF CLHF r111|1:|1'
abio visit a basker weaver, soap maker, gourd farmer (he pans and selk
themn}, Hacksmith ar woad worker, There® a conversation about wha;
these Amash do, not a lecture, and where appropriace puests are iviced m
give the work a oy

The final Lo for rast visitors will be dhe s intriguing, You're in-
wted inda the home af an Amiash I_;|11|:||1_|'I [R4] 'k.]'\ll;'ll-d an hour n;'h;|l,i:'i1|g m
their Iving room. Fourteen chairs circle the room as the Amsh—n our
case Jaka “and Svlvia Lantz—veveal much about their family, faich and
culiure, |:_'||‘||| a former da iy farmmer, warks i 2 mamaral-foods seore, and
Sylvia makes crafts and _H:IIH:= Thewr oo young daugheers make lovely
greeting cands,

A propane Lamp an the dimng room provides the only hight o the
house, John opens a window and says he’s pumang on the air condinoning.

Biwe like emore and more Armish, cheyve apping inte solar power, Joha says thar Amish doo™ own
cars, but chere 15 no pluhﬂ:lmun againg them riding i gne

Every Amish we met along che way wanted o know where each of us was from, and once che
forrnalities were out of the wrg. che O A began. Joha cold us dsour s work, and deen sommeone
asked abour language, The Armish speak three: E ||g|1.'=h Crerrman and Pennsylvama Dutch

Sylvia spoke enchusiastically about Anosh wedding mradinons. Ammsh are married in their
parents’ homes, only on Tuesdays or Thursdays. There are anywhere berween 300 and 500 n-
viged guests, and o accommeadace chem, Amish homes are ermptied of virtually everything chag
o't nalled down, Quickie extensions are bwle oneo the howss, too A walk-mn cooler 15 rented
o storee the food, and theee stoves are renced o cook i Soffed chicken 1s che man dish.

l-{"ll-.r.ll.{?j.r‘l_l‘l-t' H._l.rri.:n;_'nl |'~;_117J movie abowr a humoed 4'-:'|E:- whio hide: owr in Amizh l:'l.!lLI.IIEI"!". is ichie
clossst mos of us have come o seeing the Amish as indraduals Mow theres a beter way, among
peaple whao are a5 happy to meet you as you are to understand chem.

Tours run June chrowugh Coteber, For dates and dcker inforomcion, cal 717 /768-3600, ex, 210
or wisit AnmshExperience.com. Bl
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